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each repulse;   none of us much alive to  utili-
tarian considerations or to policies of parties.

Most of them worshipped Thomas Carlyle.
When the Chair of History was vacant in 1842
there was a movement among the students, led
by some of my set, to have it offered to Carlyle;
but in the end it was given to Ferrier. I was
then untouched by Carlyle: Coleridge, Words-
worth, and Newman had been my heroes; the
'Aids to Reflection' and the 'Excursion' took
the place of 'Sartor Eesartus' and the 'French
Kevolution.'

In 1841 "Toleration" was announced as the
subject of essay for the year for the University
Prize, which the students were in those days annu-
ally invited to compete for. The subject suited
my state of mind. It was in harmony with my
strongly felt revulsion from the lack of charity
apparent in the ecclesiastical controversies which
then disturbed Scotland; and it was also akin
to habitual thoughts about the finitude of human
understanding, the very various degrees of indi-
vidual intelligence, and the narrow opportunities
for experience, that are within reach of man-
kind. The summer of that year was accord-
